
READING GROUP GUIDE



1. On her way to Misty Valley, Lina is frightened by the sudden mist in the forest. To feel more

brave, she marches in place. What are some techniques you use to calm or ground yourself

when you are nervous or anxious?

2.  When she first arrives at Picotto Hall, Lina does not feel at home. But after meeting John and

Icchan, she starts to feel better. Are there people in your life who make you feel at home?

3.  For lunch, Nata eats daikon radish, hijiki seaweed, and sour pickled plum, all foods that

would be familiar to Japanese readers. Are there some foods your family eats that other

people may not have tried before?

4.  Nata says that “people who really need to can come” to Misty Valley. However, she reveals

that Lina came by invitation, rather than necessity. Who do you think invited Lina to Misty

Valley? Why do you think this person might have invited her?

5.  At first, Dummy is annoyed by Lina cleaning Thomas’s shop. He shouts at her to stop being

loud, but eventually becomes friendly and lets her take the missing book from his cage. Why

do you think Dummy changes his mind about Lina? Is there another character you suspect

might also have changed their mind about her?

6.  Lina surprises herself when she quotes Ms. Picotto to the prince. She tells him, “He who does

not work, shall not eat.” What do you think this says about how Lina has changed as a

character?

7.  Throughout the story, Ms. Picotto often asks Lina “What exactly did I say?” What do you think

is the purpose of her question? How does it influence Lina as a character?

8.  When Lina mends the Bride doll, she breaks the Witch’s spell on Kinu-san without realizing.

This shows how important it is to do good deeds. Can you think of any good deeds, big or

small, that you can do today to help the people in your life?

9.  During her time in Misty Valley, Lina works at a book shop, a pottery store, and a toy store.

Which of these shops seems most interesting to you, and where would you have chosen to

work?

10.  When Lina first arrives in Misty Valley, she thinks she has no work skills to offer the

townspeople. After reading the book, what do you think Lina’s special skills are? What special

skills do you think you have?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
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